 8th Grade American History
Mr. Zach Canfield
PHONE:  359-7050, ext. 19209
EMAIL:  canfieldz@carthage.k12.mo.us
CLASS PROCEDURES 2013-14
COURSE DESCRIPTION

Students will be learning about America’s Past. We will begin with discussing America’s Roots and work our way to the Civil War. We will discuss the founding of a new nation, colonization, Revolutionary War, westward expansion, and the Civil War. Both History classes will switch teachers at the beginning of 2nd semester.  This will enable all students to have one semester of research/technology-based instruction. Subject matter will remain the same; the instruction method is all that will change.

SYLLABUS

1st Quarter ( 

Beginnings of American History

2nd Quarter ( 

Forming a New Nation


3rd Quarter (  
The New Republic


4th Quarter (  
The Nation changes, Civil War 

REQUIRED SUPPLIES

1” loose-leaf binder with divider tabs
Standard notebook paper (NO SPIRAL)

2 pencils or pens (wooden or mechanical)
GRADING POLICY

The grade scale in the student handbook will be used.

A
95 - 100%

B-
80 - 83%

D+
67 – 69%

A-
90 - 94%

C+
77 - 79%

D
64 – 66%

B+
87 - 89%

C
74 - 76%

D-
60 – 63%

B
84 - 86%

C-
70 - 73%

F
 0 – 59%
NOTE:  Any assignment not submitted receives a 0%.

EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENT BEHAVIOR

Each student is expected to follow the school rules (in Tiger Tracker Planner)) and class rules (below) in order that all students in the class will have the best environment in which to learn.

1. BE RESPONSIBLE 

· Arrive on time and begin copying objective in your planner and begin Bellwork immediately.
· Put first and last name, hour, and date on all papers (upper right corner)

· Be prepared with necessary supplies such as pencils & paper, homework, and planner

· Have supplies ready for use (pencils sharpened, textbook open, etc.) before tardy bell rings

· All work should be neat and of high quality (your best effort)
· Attempt all assignments 
· Ask questions if you don’t understand

2. BE RESPECTFUL 

a. To teacher …

· Raise  your hand if you wish to speak

· Wait until you are called on before speaking

· Speak only when the teacher gives you permission
· Listen  to and  look at the teacher when the teacher is talking
b.  To other students …

· Help keep the focus on the lesson (no clowning)

· Keep hands and feet to yourself

· Leave other students’ things alone

· Listen to others when they are speaking and look at them

· Say only kind, polite things to fellow students
c. To the school …

· Take care of school property (books, desks, walls, lockers, etc.)
· Write on paper not on walls, desks, posters, etc.

· Clean up  trash  or messes you make   

d. To yourself …

· Complete all work and accept challenges
· Put out enough effort (and time) to do your best
· Use study time wisely
3.   BE READY 

·  Bring all necessary supplies to class (notebook, notebook paper, pencils, etc.)

· Have supplies ready for use (pencils sharpened, homework out,  etc.) before tardy bell rings

· Have back-ups (extra pens/pencils, lead, paper, etc.)

· Bring a positive attitude
CONSEQUENCES FOR INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR

The guidelines in the student handbook will be followed for inappropriate behavior choices.  If a student chooses to behave in a manner hindering the learning process, the following steps may occur:

1.  Verbal warning

2. Student will be last to leave classroom
3. Student will remain after class for a brief conference with teacher
4. If behavior continues to persist or worsens, Parents will be contacted 
5. A disciplinary referral will be issued according to student handbook guidelines
Consequences vary according to the severity and/or frequency of the offense as determined by the teacher.

MAKE-UP WORK

Attending each class is vital to your learning.  When you are absent, you miss important information and discussions.  However, if you must miss class, YOU are responsible to find out what work has been missed.  Generally, one school day per day missed plus one day is allowed for make-up work (not exceeding 5).  Students may check the class notebook (kept at the front of the room)which is available for this purpose.  Students should also speak with the teacher.  Students will not be reminded of make-up work.  It is the student’s responsibility to make up work that is missed.  Students are expected to discuss with the teacher arrangements to make up any tests missed. These must be made up as soon as possible and may have to be made up before or after school.

LATE WORK

Meeting deadlines is a skill needed to succeed in life.  Any assignment not turned in on the due date will be considered late.  Failure to submit an assignment on time will result in a ZAP (Zeros Aren’t Permitted) which will necessitate the student to come to class at 7:30 AM the next school day to make up the assignment. If student receives a ZAP, the ZAP matrix (see page 9 in your Tiger Tracker for details) will be followed.  Turning in late work will result in partial credit grade for the assignment.  No late work will be accepted past the end of the unit or the quarter.
HALL PASSES

Students should not be in the hall during class periods except on an emergency basis (as determined by the teacher).  Students given permission to be in the hall during class MUST have the hall pass in your TIGER TRACKER planner signed by the teacher.  Therefore, you should carry your planner to every class.  Hall passports will be issued on an emergency basis only (as determined by the teacher).  You cannot be in the hall without your signed planner unless escorted by a teacher or administrator.  

TARDIES

Students will be considered tardy if they are not in their seats beginning the work on the board when the tardy bell rings.  (See student handbook in your planner for consequences for tardies.)

ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Cell phones will not be used in the classroom at any time unless specific  permission is given by the teacher or the principal.  Use of  I-pods, I-pads, Kindles, Kindle Fires, Nooks, MP3 players, or other such electronic devices will not be permitted in the classroom.
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

Each student should be familiar with these procedures that are also posted in the classroom.  Students are expected to be SILENT (no talking) when following emergency procedures in order to keep everyone safe and in order to hear directions given.
FIRE:
(continuous sounding siren or rapid succession of bells)
Exit room turning to left.  Proceed down EAST stairway to Exit #15.  Keep to the right on stairs.  Go to sidewalk and turn SOUTH. Form a circle around teacher and listen for roll call. Remain silent.
TORNADO:
(You will be informed by teacher or by intercom)
Exit room turning left.  Use EAST stairway.  Keep to the right side of stairs.  Go to first floor main hall.  Turn SOUTH as far as possible.  Line up against or near the east wall.  Sit down facing wall and place book or hands over head/neck. Teacher will check roll.  Remain silent.
EARTHQUAKE:  (You will be informed by teacher, by intercom, or by the sudden occurrence.)

IF INDOORS( Take cover under a desk or table or against inside walls/doorways.  Stay away from glass, windows, and outside doors.  As soon as quake ends, exit the building following fire evacuation policy.  Wait quietly outside for directions.
IF OUTDOORS(  Move away from buildings and utility wires.  Stay in an open area.  Do not re-enter or go near buildings.  Wait quietly outside for directions.
Parent Signature:_________________________________________Date:______________

